Social Sciences and Humanities research matters. Guidelines on how to successfully design, and implement, mission-oriented research programmes by Koenig, Thomas











some	 form	of	 value	–	often	economic,	 but	 not	 always.	Value	 creation	
also	happens	by	adopting	 innovations,	which	 is	basically	a	social	pro-


























Cooperation	 across	 and	 beyond	 different	 disciplinary	 backgrounds	
and	 with	 different	 (methodological,	 technological,	 theoretical)	 know-
ledge	provides	nuanced,	multi-layered	analyses	and	enables	mitigation	
of	grand	challenges.	That’s	why	research	funding	programmes	often	ask	
specifically	 for	 interdisciplinary	 approaches,	 and	 for	 experts	 to	 look	 at	
problems	from	different	perspectives.
SSH RESEARCH IS CRUCIAL FOR 
SUCCESS OF PROGRAMMES
In	fundamental	aspects,	research	in	social	sciences	and	humanities	
(SSH)	plays	a	 crucial	 role	 in	 the	 success	of	 any	 research	 funding	pro-
gramme	that	aims	at	tackling	societal	challenges:
•	 Almost	 all	 of	 our	 current	 societal	 problems	 are	 influenced	 by	
different	 aspects	 of	 politics,	 social	 and	 cultural	 norms,	 ethics	
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FROM “INTEGRATION” 
TO COOPERATION
Yet	 so	 far,	 existing	 programmes	 have	 not	 entirely	managed	 to	 un-
leash	 the	 full	 potential	 of	 interdisciplinary	 cooperation	 between	 SSH	
research	and	research	from	the	natural	sciences,	 technology,	enginee-
ring,	and	mathematics	(STEM).	Monitoring	of	funded	projects	aiming	at	











coming	 the	 hurdle	 for	 being	 successful	 and	 effective.	 For	 researchers	
from	SSH	being	enabled	to	truly	cooperate	with	their	STEM	colleagues,	
the	efforts	for	achieving	an	equal	footing	have	to	be	increased	–	at	two	





This	suggests	 two	necessary	avenues	 for	SSH	 research	 to	have	 the	
best	chance	of	maximising	its	contribution	to	tackling	societal	challenges.
1. STIMULATING AND 
ENABLING COOPERATION 
WHEN DESIGNING A RESEARCH 
FUNDING PROGRAMME
When	designing	 a	 new	 research	 funding	 programme,	 or	when	 re-
furbishing	an	existing	one,	 it	 is	of	utmost	 importance	 to	co-determine	
agendas	and	priorities	with	insights	and	expertise	from	SSH	researchers	









“SSH”	 covers	 a	 broad	 field	 of	 academic	 disciplines	 and	 scientific	




non-academic	actors.	 From	 this	breadth	and	diversity,	we	can	 identify	
the	multi-dimensional	strengths	of	 research	 in	 the	social	sciences	and	
humanities:



















•	 Grant	 respect	 equally	 to	 scientists	 and	 researchers	 from	SSH	




operation,	 as	 it	 requires	 time	 and	 space	 for	 researchers	 from	
different	backgrounds	to	become	acquainted.
2. FOSTERING COOPERATION 
WHILE IMPLEMENTING 















identify	 the	 right	people	–	not	necessarily	 those	with	 the	 for-
mally	 best	 track	 and	 publication	 record.	Metrics,	 rankings,	 or	
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indicators	may	serve	as	means	for	decision-making,	but	should	
not	serve	as	a	universal	panacea.4





















that	 they	may	 be	 long-term	 as	well	 as	 immediate.	 Ideas	 and	
concepts	take	time	to	ripple	out	from	initial	academic	communi-
ties	into	society.








TO WHOM ARE THESE 
GUIDELINES ADDRESSED?









Council	of	the	European	Union	Conference	on	‘Impacts of Social Sciences 
and Humanities for a European Research Agenda – Valuation of SSH in 














Institut für Höhere Studien - Institute for Advanced Studies (IHS)
Josefstädter	Straße	39,	Vienna,	1080	(Austria)
E:	koenig@ihs.ac.at
4	 It	is	understood	that	practical	advice	for	reviewing	will	be	made	available,	such	as	the	San	Francisco	Declaration	on	Research	Assessment	(https://sfdora.
org/read/)	and	the	“Leiden	Manifesto”	http://www.leidenmanifesto.org/
